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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: GATT ETRD El IT SF 

SUBJECT: GATT REVIEW OF IMPORT/PRIOR DEPOSIT SCHEMES OF SOUTH 
AFRICA AND ITALY 

REF: STATE 2231 15 

WE DISCUSSED REFTEL WITH IRISH DEPARTMENT FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

OUR CONTACT STATED THAT GOI, WHILE ID DOES NOT HAVE STRONG FEELINGS 
ON THIS SUBJECT, AGREES IN GENERAL WITH USG POSITION THAT CASES 
SUCH AS THAT OF ITALY AND SOUTH AFRICA SHOULD BE CONSIDERED BY 
BOP COMMITTEE. HE ADDED THAT GOI BELIEVES THAT IT IS PREFERABLE 
TO HANDLE SUCH QUESTIONS IN AN ESTABLISHED COMMITTEE, RATHER THAN 
ENGAGE IN THE SETTING UP OF AN ENDLESS SERIES OF AD HOC STUDY 
GROUPS. HE NOTED EC MEMBERS HAD FELT STRONGLY THAT ITALY SHOULD 
NOTIFY GATT OF ITS DEPOSIT SCHEME, AND THAT IT WAS ONLY BECAUSE 
OF COMMUNITY PRESSURE THAT ITALY DID SO. CURLEY 
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